|| The word exsectio, used by Chalcidius, seems to be equally applicable to human and comparative anatomy, implying merely dissection generally, that is, as it was usually carried on in the time of the writer. If this be true, exsectio will here certainly imply the dissection of animals; and, indeed, we might naturally expect some more precise and positive expression, if the human body were meant. Alcmaeon's Pythagorean prejudices would be equally shocked by the touch of the dead body of a man or an animal.

